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As part of a methodology for the Erin 
Rotary Riverwalk Trail Feasibility 
Study, the inventory collection included 
two critical engagement activities: 

1. Stakeholder Consultation and 

2. Community Open Houses in Erin 
and Hillsburgh.

1.4
Consultation and Open Houses



ska

37

1. Stakeholder Consultation
The consultant team met with representatives from 13 stakeholder groups. These
groups represented the Town, trail and business associations and local community
groups. Discussions about the Erin Riverwalk Trail Feasibility Study were formulated
on a standard set of questions asked to each stakeholder representative. The following
responses are organized into categories based on either a category of stakeholder or 
category of response. 

Dialogue:

Question 1: Who do you, as a project stakeholder, represent?

Project Stakeholders Interviewed Included:
Elora Cataract Trail Association
Erin Equine
Town of Erin Parks and Recreation
The County of Wellington
The Town of Erin Trails Advisory Committee
The Town of Erin Fire and Rescue
Wheelchair Cycling
The Erin BIA
Agricultural Society
The Rotary Club
Climate Change Action Group
Transition Erin
Erin Heritage Committee

Question 2: What are your general thoughts on the idea of a Riverwalk Trail for
Erin and Hillsburgh?

All groups expressed a keen interest in the development of the project and thought
that the Riverwalk Trail would be a positive feature for the Town. The trail itself would
facilitate many of the group’s various activities. It would be an additional recreational 
activity for local residents, offer alternative pedestrian and cycling routes, and would
be a natural attraction for both the local community and visitors. Whether it was the
trail itself, or the possible alignment of the trail in terms of its location, the trail would 
effect most of the stakeholder groups in some way.

Trail Advocacy Groups were most interested in the networking potential of the trail.
Connections to existing trails and trail extensions were encouraged. The neighbouring
Elora Cataract Trail is the predominant trail linking Erin with Hillsburgh and then as
far west as Elora, and to the east, to Cataract. By connecting to this trail, users would 
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Service and Action Groups are able to use the trail either as a demonstration for their
groups mandates and/or vision (sustainability, environmental issues, education) or as
a vehicle for project implementation (i.e. tangible projects that could be adopted and
implemented by a group).

Private Groups and Community Members said that the trail was a favoured asset for
the local community in terms of recreation and healthy living. It was a means to access
the river, and it encouraged connectivity through the town via an alternative route other 
than road travel.
Retail: The proposed Riverwalk Trail is seen as a positive asset that would bring
tourists into the town, which is good for business. 

Staff, Administration / Town and County: Collectively, this group as a service group for
the Town, categorized the Trail as an extension of local infrastructure that was sought
after by the local community. Most of the Trail will be located on lands owned by the
Town or County, and as such, will have some direct effect on the Town / County, in

are not currently covered by the Town of Erin’s Parks and Recreation department.

Question 4: Trails include many general components such as connections,

surfacing, seating, signs, markers etc. Is there anything in particular that you feel
is important to better serve your group?

Connections with other trails;

Lookouts onto river, bird watching, seating;
Connection to the Library (Hillsburgh);
Trail around pond preferred over a single lookout (for Hillsburgh);
Access to trail for all terrain emergency vehicles – standards in place – locking
bollards or gates; wintertime access to be considered;
Access onto trails for wheelchairs and bikes;
Universal design and accessibility;
Resilient design; enduring materials.

Question 5: In your opinion, what are your two biggest concerns that we need to 
be aware of?

A. Property Ownership:
Private land ownership; respect of private property;
Consider using trail committee/ volunteer groups to advocate to private land
owners re trail development;
Relationship with CVC;
Vandalism of neighbouring buildings;
Private vs public lands;
Lack of viable connections.
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B. Maintenance:
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Consider equitable treatment for both Erin and Hillsburgh;
The Trail needs to be part of a larger vision or master plan for the Town of Erin;
Other possible priorities for town might be more important.

Trail Connections
Growing the trail network;
Implementation of recommendations by the Wellington County Active 
Transportation Plan;
Erin could use more trails as they are currently underserviced against other 
municipalities in the County;
New access points to river and trail so that the river can be appreciated more;
Means to get people out onto the water;
Integrate river with the downtown;
Connections to Historic Downtown.

Another place for people to visit;
Good venue for both existing and new events;
Extension for new business – e.g. bike rentals; bed and breakfasts; 
Attract new businesses to the town;
The trail plan would offer smaller spin off projects that the Rotary (or other 
service groups) could help with; 
As part of Greenbelt there may be funding available for trails;
Fund-raising opportunity. 

Personal and Community Health
Safe alternative for walking (rather than on the streets); 
Good activity for growing senior population;
Corporate Sponsorship opportunity – a place that corporate sponsors can 
easily contribute;

Encourages community pride;
The ‘Idea’ of the Riverwalk is the opportunity;
Opportunity to bridge Erin and Hillsburgh – the connection itself will encourage 
development of associated services and events at the ‘other end’ so that there 
is somewhere to go when you get there. 
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2. Community Open Houses

Erin Community Open House
Date: April 27, 2016
Participants: 15

Activity 1 — Sacred Places and Must Sees
In small groups, participants were asked to identify places of importance that should be

context, the second focusing on the downtown area, were distributed to the groups.
With adhesive dots, participants placed these on the aerial images and coded with a 
number which would correspond to coded comments on a separate sheet, identifying
and providing information on the “sacred place”.

Activity 2 — Best Routes, All Things Considered
In the second activity, groups were asked to identify current walking/hiking/biking
routes that they were aware of or used and that should be considered in a Riverwalk
Trail development.  This was completed by participants denoting the trails on the aerial
images previously used for activity one.

Hillsburgh Community Open House
Date: April 28, 2016
Participants: 18
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Activity 3 — Identifying the Challenges

The method included three (3) activities to give community members a voice, in
terms of what they’d like to see within a Riverwalk Trail Development.  It also gives
the consultants, SKA, insight into the community’s knowledge of places that should
be considered or avoided when creating the feasibility report for the Erin Rotary
Riverwalk Trail.
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2.0
Identifying Preliminary 
Directions

This chapter provides an understanding of  the analysis of 
the site conditions available to a potential Rotary Riverwalk 
Trail and deals with opportunities and constraints, user 

of existing conditions.



Each and every site presents a unique 
set of opportunities and constraints 

the most successful at understanding 

thorough grasp of  all factors and their 

2.1
Opportunities & Constraints
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2.2.1
Opportunities

Support:

development.

Natural Features: 

Proximity to Desired Destinations:
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heritage.
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2.2.1
Constraints

Private Property: 

Existing Dams and Bridges:

use.
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Existing Infrastructure Limitations:

conditions.

Lack of Visual Appeal:

Main Street Erin: 
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2.2
Trail Users

of trail users is imperative in addressing 

various user groups and their associated 

crime prevention. 
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2.2.1
In Consideration of… the trail user:
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Equestrian:

2.2.2
In Consideration of… AODA:



ska

55

2.2.3
In Consideration for… CPTED 

they are:



2.3
Trail Amenity Programming

furnishings and amenity programming. 

development and are discussed in the 
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2.3.1
Trail Amenities and Furnishings to consider:

Trails

General:

Surfacing:

Slopes:

every 30m min. and have 1500mm min. lengths.

patterns dictate. 

Staging Areas, Trail Heads and Rest Stops

Staging areas are primary trail access points and might include a full 

picnic areas etc. 

in areas that might support larger groups.
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Bicycle Facilities 

Bicycle lanes on existing roads or asphalt surfaces to include trail 
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Waste Bins

Safety Bollards

Security Fencing

discourage mistreatment or potential vandalism.

Buffer Treatments



2.4
Trail Types

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Each trail type has a set of existing 
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2.4.1
Trail Types - Main and Side Streets

Characterized By:

Existing Infrastructure:

 Main and Side Streets are the main connectors 

As Part of the Erin Rotary Riverwalk Trail:
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2.4.2
Trail Types - Greenspace Trails

Characterized By:

Lack of Existing Infrastructure:

Natural Experience:

As Part of the Erin Rotary Riverwalk Trail:
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2.4.3
Trail Types - Wetland Trails

Characterized By:

Natural Experience:

As Part of the Erin Rotary Riverwalk Trail:

trails.

Include interpretive panels for information on various ecological systems of 
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2.4.4
Trail Types - Bridges and Dams

Characterized By:

As Part of the Erin Rotary Riverwalk Trail:
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2.4.5
Trail Types - Alleys and Laneways

Characterized By:

As Part of the Erin Rotary Riverwalk Trail:



2.5
Trail Segment Evaluation

to consider the challenges that may arise at 

important considerations to stakeholder groups 
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2.5.0
Trail Evaluation Criteria

2.5.1 Accessibility

Universal accessibility promotes that natural and recreational trails should be able to 
meet a variety of needs and interests. Natural areas pose challenges, but wherever 
practical the proposed trails should provide appropriate accessibility for those of all 

minimum AODA guideline; its potential for multi-use; and the potential for specialized 
seasonal use.

2.5.2 Experience of Place

potential to be unsuccessful if they do not address user experience, our evaluation 

included attributes encompassing both visual, interpretive and ecological values. 
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Positive Aesthetic Quality

Apparent Ecological Value 

areas of high ecological value. 

2.5.3 Connectedness

an opportunity to create connections both within the community and with other 
municipalities in the County. Through collaboration with stakeholders the proposed 
alignment could provide access points to the river, connect to existing trail networks, 
provide connections to downtown, and bring visitors into the community.  

the community. 

Existing Infrastructure
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There are pros and cons to any type of development. However, it is important to 

construction of each possible trail segment, as well as being cognizant that certain 
trade-offs will incur.   

Environmental

are required in order to maintain the ecological integrity of the surrounding landscape. 

Apparentness
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Environmental

Potential for

Experience of Place
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3 
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2.6
Open House Review
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2.6.1
Open House Write-Up

Understanding the importance of involving the community and various stakeholders in
the planning process an Open House was held on July 13th 2016 to present on progress
made on the Erin Rotary Riverwalk Trail. Erin Centre 2000 was lined with panels
showcasing the overall purpose of the project, the opportunities and constraints facing
trail development and implementation, as well as visual demonstrations of possible 
trail segments. Participants had the opportunity to engage with design consultants 
and provide their feedback on the proposed trail. Through the use of questionnaires
and visual handouts, participants were asked to express their level of satisfaction and 
provide any general comments or concerns they may have regarding the Erin Rotary
Riverwalk Trail.

With both communities well represented, the feedback was analyzed and taken into 
consideration moving forward. The main concerns that arose were cost of the project,
ensuring that land adjacency issues with the trail and private land owners were 
addressed and resolved, as well as ensuring that the design maximizes potential, suits
and complements the charm and amenities present in the Town of Erin. In general,
the open house and deliverables were well received by community members and
stakeholders. Some results include:

Over 90% of respondents said that either they or their family would use the 
proposed trail;

Over 85% agree that the proposed trail is well connected to the existing
trail networks and provides opportunity for a variety of users with different
abilities;

100% of the respondents agree that the trail provides an opportunity for
nature interpretation; and

Over 85% of participants believe that the creation of this trail would promote
and increase the Town of Erin’s appeal as a destination for visitors. 
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3.0
Recommended
Trail Alignment

This chapter describes the characteristics, challenges 
and considerations of each segment within the trail 
circuits that may potentially comprise the Rotary 
Riverwalk Trail.



The following sections describes  how 

trail segment could fit within the Erin 
Riverwalk Rotary Trail system.  The 
descript ions encompass segment 
length, possible amenities, general 
characteristics and challenges and 
considerations  that need to be taken for 
each segment to be feasible. 

3.1
Segment Descriptions
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3.1.3
Erin Segment Descriptions

Elora-Cataract Trail Connection

Length: 250m 
Amenities (1 WB, 3 B, 1 IK, 2 IP, 2 TS) 

Description:
Maximizing opportunities for making network connections, this segment of the 
trail proposes to branch off from the Elora-Cataract Trail at a proposed Trailhead 
Marker/Information Kiosk. This junction, lined with benches, provides existing and 
new trail users the opportunity to explore trails encompassing the Stanley Park 
Ponds and extending through and alongside the West Credit River. This 250m 
limestone segment, in collaboration with opening up choice views, provides users 

Challenges / Considerations: 
Special consideration needs to be taken to address or acknowledge grade 
changes in regards to AODA requirements as well as any implications that come 
with the proximity to the septic bed and private land owner concerns. 

Overland Drive 

Length: 495m 
Amenities (BL, 3 B, 3 TS) 

Description:
Existing road infrastructure provides this link along the ponds edge. Views of the 
pond and bridge provide a glimpse of the ponds history as a key amenity for the 

the adjoining sections of the trail. 

Challenges / Considerations: 
This section of trail has minimal requirements in terms of trail ‘infrastructure’ as it is 
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Legend:
WB – Waste Bin 
B –  Bench 
BR – Bike Rack 
IK – Information Kiosk 
IP – Interpretive Panel 
TS – Trail Sign 
BL – Bike Lane Markup
PF – Privacy Fencing
LP – Lookout Platform
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making use of the existing road way. Given the lack of sidewalks, safety messaging 
along with directional signage will be important. Shoulder widening to support a 
roadside trail is possible along the park side of the road, however, negotiations 
with Stanley Park management will be required for access and trail marking. 

Stanley Park Entrance 

Length: 220m 
Amenities (BL, 1 WB, 2 B, 1 BR, 1 IK, 1 IP, 2 TS)

Description:
Taking advantage of the character and history of the existing Stanley Park 
entrance gate, this segment of the trail proposes to utilize this space as a staging 
area complete with parking, an information kiosk, benches, bike racks, interpretive 
panels and signage. As the lane continues 220m towards Stanley Park Ponds the 
trail takes the form of a shared, multi-use road. 

Challenges / Considerations: 
Negotiations with Stanley Park management required for this segment of the trail 
development. Safety signs for shared roadway (with pedestrians and bikes) are 
needed.

Stanley Bridge

Length: 140m 
Amenities (BL, 1 TS)

Description:
The 140m segment encompassing Stanley Bridge is a single lane throughfare 
providing views of both Stanley Park Upper Pond and Stanley Park Lower Pond. 

Challenges / Considerations: 
Special consideration needs to be given to road widths and barriers to ensure safe 
bridge crossing for all. Negotiations with Stanley Park management required for 
this segment of the trail development. 
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Historical Loop 

Length: 165m 
Amenities (3 B, 3 IP, 1 TS)

Description:
This 165m loop off of the Stanley Park entrance provides users with a diverse 
experience that features a historic foundation, interpretive panels, and benches to 
enjoy the solitude of this quiet inlet. 

Challenges / Considerations: 
Negotiations with Stanley Park management required for this segment of the trail 
development.

Carolyn Crescent

Length: 195m 
Amenities (4 TS)

Description:
Carolyn Crescent is a well-treed lane that terminates at a cul-de-sac of waterfront 

a possible shortcut to Carberry Park through the backyards of a few cottage 
properties, therefore eliminating travel back up to Main Street. 

Challenges / Considerations: 
This short connecting route has many challenges. Negotiations with property 
owners would be required for access between properties. The trail would traverse 
a moderately steep slope that is not universally accessible. Gradual retaining 
steps (eg.log or timber risers with gravel treads) would accommodate a more 
comfortable walking route. Fencing and buffer planting should be considered for 
privacy and safety. 
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Main St.

Length: 220m 
Amenities (BL, 2 TS)

Description:
Main Street, a busy vehicular throughfare, has existing sidewalks and streetlights. 

Transportation Plan. The Erin Rotary Riverwalk Trail merges with Main Street 
creating a 220m shared roadway maximizing an important connection between 
users and adjacent neighbourhoods. Those unfamiliar with Erin are introduced to 
the character of the town by passing by both modern and century homes. 

Challenges / Considerations:
As an existing roadway, there is opportunity for a shared bike lane on the road. 
Directional and trail signs will be important to direct users back into the Riverwalk 
Trail system. 

Sunnyside Dr.

Length: 495m 
Amenities (BL, 4 TS)

Description:
Sunnyside Drive is a narrow paved lane that serves a more intimate residential 
neighbourhood dominated by older cottages. As part of the Riverside Trail, it is the 
main route from Main Street back towards the Credit River. With no sidewalks one 
must share the road with vehicles and bike circulation. 

Challenges / Considerations: 
With no room for sidewalks, user safety is a main concern. Both directional and 
safety signs will be required. Shared route markings on the road and on signs will 
be important messages to include for overall safety. 

Se
gm

en
t #

7 
- S

KA
 D

em
on

st
ra

tio
n 

20
16

7

8



86 Town of Erin

Stanley Dam Boardwalk

Length: 110m 
Amenities (2B, 4 IP, 1 TS)

Description:
This earth dam supports a well-worn dirt path as a popular shortcut over the river, 
connecting the user to the interior of the park without having to go back up to Main 
Street. With excellent views west to the Stanley Park ponds and east towards the 
Credit River wetlands, this vantage point serves as a prime destination along the 
Riverfront Trail, and offers a more intimate experience of the river’s environment. 

Challenges / Considerations: 
As a watercourse crossing, formalizing the worn path into a boardwalk trail with 
lookouts will require consultation with the Credit River Conservation Authority, as 
well as further specialized professional design services for concept development 
and implementation drawings. As a destination node, the opportunity for 

important network connector. 

Carberry Park Loop 

Length: 250m 
Amenities (1 WB, 2 B, 1 BR, 1 IK, 2 TS)

Description:
As an alternative to walking directly to Sunnyside Drive from the Stanley Park Dam 
boardwalk, this short connector takes the user along the forest edge, and around 
the neighbourhood park. With it’s proximity to the pond and the quiet residential 
road, the park offers an opportunity for a staging area for trail users, bringing a 
new vitality and programming into this somewhat unused neighbourhood park. 

Challenges / Considerations: 

signage are required.
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Wetland Trail

Length: 550m 
Amenities (3 B, 3 TS) 

Description:
This optional and alternative connection to the Elora Cataract Trail follows along 
the West Credit River along the south side of Stanley Park.

Challenges / Considerations: 
With minimal paths and desire lines existing, this new section of trail will bring the 
trail user through some untouched natural environments. Due to the proximity 
to wetland conditions, this section of the trail will need to be located on site with 
direction from the CVC to limit impacts on natural habitat. Required setbacks may 
be prohibitive for granular trails and more costly boardwalks would most likely be 
needed to meet CVC guidelines. 

Bullrush Walk 

Length: 85m 
Amenities (1WB, 3 B, 1 BR, 3 IP, 2 TS)

Description:
Noted by many stakeholders and community members, this prime bird watching 
area is an important natural asset for Erin. The proposed 85m long  boardwalk 
offers a quick refuge to immerse users in the local wetland. Integrating amenities 
such as interpretive panels, waste bins, bike racks, and benches, this space offers 
a great spot to come and relax and appreciate the town’s ecological value. 

Challenges / Considerations: 
As a prime wetland zone, coordination and consultation with CVC will be required 
for the development of the boardwalk. Safe access from the road will need to be 
considered, as will accessibility standards. 

Dundas Bridge

Length: 85m 
Amenities (BL, 1 TS)

Description:
The existing Dundas Street bridge, with no room for expansion in terms of width, 
connects the north and south sides of the Credit River, and is a necessary trail 
segment to complete a circular route around the river. 

Challenges / Considerations: 
With limited options for trail accommodation, safety messaging (signs and road 
markings) for both trail users and drivers will be important to render safe passage 
over the bridge. 

12

11

13
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South Shore Trail 

Length: 605m 
Amenities (PF, 3 B, 2 IP, 3 TS)  

Description:
Adjacent to the West Credit River this segment contains an existing path that 

provides a fully accessible multi-use route that is integral to providing a continuous 
circuit around the river. With attractive views and riverside location on the high 
side of the river bank, this trail segment offers a positive riverside experience. 

Challenges / Considerations: 
Negotiations with private land owners (eg. Wellington County re. access to 

challenges, has high potential for trail development.

North Shore Trail

Length: 440m 
Amenities (PF, 2 WB, 4 B, 3 IP, 3 TS)

Description:
Similar in character to the South Shore trail segment, the North Shore segment 
runs along the town side of the river, and forms a key component of the system 
connecting the Downtown circuit with the Stanley Park circuit, and ultimately the 
Elora Cataract trail. 

Challenges / Considerations
Negotiations with private land owners (e.g. Erin Agricultural Fair Ground re. 
access to riverfront lands) is required. This section with only a few but manageable 
challenges, has high potential for trail development. The optimum location for the 
trail will be on the high side of the river bank to limit trail degradation from the 
river. Should the trail be located on the low side of the riverbank, a boardwalk and 
consequent CVC involvement will be required. River clean up (debris, dead trees, 
overgrown plant and vines etc) will be required to provide an optimal riverside 
experience.

Dundas Street

Length: 55m 
Amenities (BL, 1 TS)

Description:
This small segment of roadside trail compliments the Rotary Riverwalk Trail as 
a connecting element with the existing woodland trails. Opportunity exists along 
the road for an off road parking and trail staging area to serve both the Bullrush 
Walk and the Credit River circuit.  

Challenges / Considerations: 
Negotiations with private landowners required to secure land required for roadside 
parking area.

15

14

16

Legend:
WB – Waste Bin 
B –  Bench 
BR – Bike Rack 
IK – Information Kiosk 
IP – Interpretive Panel 
TS – Trail Sign 
BL – Bike Lane Markup
PF – Privacy Fencing
LP – Lookout Platform
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Centre St.

Length: 220m 
Amenities (BL, 2 TS)

Description:
Should access along the riverfront at Shamrock Court and Waterfront Court not 
be possible,  this bypass route along Centre Street will connect the riverfront 
section of trail with the downtown core. This bypass, although out of the way, will 
provide users direct access to the downtown via Main Street, (a proposed Active 
Transportation Route) or they can return back down to the river on Churchill Street. 

Challenges / Considerations: 

Waterfront Ct.

Length: 110m 
Amenities (PF, 2 B, 2 IP, 2 TS)

Description:
Located along the river in front of 2 multi-unit apartment buildings, this trail section 
provides a valuable direct link between the downtown trail circuit and the Credit 
River trail circuit. 

Challenges / Considerations: 
Concerns re. privacy, safety, vandalism, and liability will need to be addressed 
(security fencing and buffer planting) during negotiations for trail development. 
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Shamrock Sidewalk 

Length: 55m 
Amenities (2 TS)

Description:
This alternative route to the Waterfront Court Trail segment, connects Church 
Boulevard with Centre Street and subsequent North Shore Trail and Agricultural 
grounds, with an existing concrete sidewalk.

Challenges / Considerations: 
Concerns re. privacy, safety, vandalism, and liability will need to be addressed 
during negotiations for trail development. Trail routing along the riverfront (ie the 
Waterfront Ct. segment) is preferable to maintain private vs. guest/ public space.

Church Boulevard

Length: 40m 
Amenities (2 TS)

Description:
This short segment is required to connect the downtown circuit at Churchill Street 
with the Credit River circuit. Use of the existing roadway provides opportunity for 

Challenges / Considerations: 
Without existing sidewalks, pedestrian safety is of concern. Appropriate directional 
and safety signage important for user well-being and orientation is required.

Churchill Dam 

Length: 85m 
Amenities (2 IP, 3 TS) 

Description:
This bridge and dam offers a quaint river crossing with choice views of the river 
in both directions. The road is a lightly travelled gravel lane at best, used as a 
primary access to a few residences across the river, and is essentially, a dead 
end. However, it will serve as a main river crossing for both the Credit River Circuit 
and the Downtown Circuit. 

Challenges / Considerations:
Future bridge or dam repairs / or renovations should be considered in terms of 
trail accommodation. Safety and directional signs along with interpretive panels 
highlighting the dam as an important cultural asset are recommended. 

Riverside Park Trail

Length: 195m 
Amenities (LP, 1 WB, 4 B, 1 BR, 5 IP, 2 TS)

Description:
This roadside trail route, alongside the grocery store parking lot and service yard, 
is a primary riverside walk on the north side of the downtown circuit. It includes 
the existing Rotary Riverside Park, which functions as a rest stop and secondary 
staging area for trail users. With a few select views of the river, this trail offers 

20

19a

19b

21

Legend:
WB – Waste Bin 
B –  Bench 
BR – Bike Rack 
IK – Information Kiosk 
IP – Interpretive Panel 
TS – Trail Sign 
BL – Bike Lane Markup
PF – Privacy Fencing
LP – Lookout Platform
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92 Town of Erin

a short accessible segment for a range of user groups. Opportunities for a well 
furnished lookout deck with a focus towards the Charles Street Dam will give the 
trail user a close-up riverside experience without having to complete the whole 
trail.

Challenges / Considerations:
Adjacency to the parking and service yard pose safety concerns for the trail users 

will be an important design consideration. The riverside along this edge will require 
remediation in terms of debris clean up, tree pruning and view expansion. 

Park Trail Extension

Length: 90m
Amenities (2 B, 1 TS)

Description:
Sections 22, 23 and 24, although each having their own challenges as noted 
below, will collectively form an extension of the Riverside Park Trail (#21) that will 
follow the river to the heart of Erin’s downtown. An optional downtown by-pass 
through the parking lot, though not an ideal experience, will serve as an alternative 
route for the downtown circuit.

Challenges / Considerations:
This section, though currently accessible with only a few challenges in regards 
to property ownership, will only function in conjunction with section 23 as a 

vehicular use.

Riverfront Gardens

Length: 45m 
Amenities (PF, 1TS)

Description:
This short trail connection along the property line of a few residential properties is 
the key to secure a complete riverside route within the downtown core. 

Challenges / Considerations: 
Negotiations with property owners will be imperative to securing this section of the 
trail. Concerns include privacy, liability, vandalism and security for both property 
owners and the Town. 

Downtown Laneway Loop

Length: 65m 
Amenities (LP, 2 WB, 3 B, 1 BR, 3 IP, 2 TS)

Description:
Capitalizing on an open and accessible riverfront, this section offers a unique 
experience that has a distinct urban character. Proximity to some popular dining 
locations in town (the bakery and bistro) as well as the vehicular laneways, the 
trail has an opportunity to encourage pedestrian circulation toward the river, and 
expand the downtown environment towards the riverfront, taking full advantage 
of Erin’s location on the West Credit River. Lookout platforms and seating nodes 
will compliment the walking trail, and a full range of trail furnishings (seating, 

22

23

24

Legend:
WB – Waste Bin 
B –  Bench 
BR – Bike Rack 
IK – Information Kiosk 
IP – Interpretive Panel 
TS – Trail Sign 
BL – Bike Lane Markup
PF – Privacy Fencing
LP – Lookout Platform
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receptacles etc) will complete this section. 

Challenges / Considerations: 
Back of building concerns in terms of aesthetic appeal and vehicular  and  pedestrian 

will be required to ensure the success along this section. 

West Lane

Length: 40m 
Amenities (BL, 1 TS) 

Description:
This single lane shared alley provides one of two paved access portals to the 
riverfront.

Challenges / Considerations: 

between pedestrians and vehicles. Narrow sight lines, and service function pose 
design challenges in terms of promoting a positive experience for the user. 

East Lane

Length: 45m
Amenities (BL, 1 TS)

Description:
This single lane shared alley provides one of two paved access portals to the 
riverfront.

Challenges / Considerations: 

between pedestrians and vehicles. Narrow sight lines, and service function pose 
design challenges in terms of promoting a positive experience for the user.

25
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Main St.

Length: 670m 
Amenities (BL, IP, 9 TS)

Description:
The Riverwalk trail has an opportunity to encourage trail users to experience some 
of the downtown environment along this section. 

Challenges / Considerations: 

between the various trail options in the downtown core. 

Charles St. Dam Connection

Description:
The Charles Street bridge and dam complete the trail loop on the east side of the 
downtown circuit before the river runs out of the downtown core. As an important 
historic feature of the town, the bridge and dam present a cultural experience 
that maintains a sense of place unique to the Town of Erin. Prominent views ‘up-
river’ heighten the river experience. A visual connection to the lookout platform 
proposed on section #21, Riverside Park trail, provides an interesting opportunity 
for trail appreciation.

Challenges / Considerations: 

accommodate trail use. 

27a

27b

Legend:
WB – Waste Bin 
B –  Bench 
BR – Bike Rack 
IK – Information Kiosk 
IP – Interpretive Panel 
TS – Trail Sign 
BL – Bike Lane Markup
PF – Privacy Fencing
LP – Lookout Platform
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Lower Pond East Trail

Length: 250m 
Amenities (2B, 1 TS)

Description:
To maintain a complete and optimal riverside experience, the trail has an 
opportunity to run along the full length of the river. 

Challenges / Considerations:
Negotiations with private property owners will be required to secure this section 
of trail. Typical concerns for interface with a residential property include security, 
vandalism, liability and privacy. If promoted appropriately, this trail section could 
function as a key amenity for the Bed and Breakfast business. 

Charles St. 

Length: 195m 
Amenities (BL, 3 TS)

Description:
As an alternative route, the trail continues along Charles Street to it’s terminus. 

Challenges / Considerations: 
As part of a shared roadway without a sidewalk, minor considerations surround 

section to the Water Tower Trail that could be signed. 

Charles St. Extended Trail

Length: 210m 
Amenities (2B, 2 TS)

Description:
The trail continues through a more pastoral landscape along the perimeter of a 
private property to connect with the Lower Pond East Trail. 

Challenges: Considerations: 
Negotiations with private property owners will be required to secure this section 
of trail. Typical concerns for interface with a residential property include security, 
vandalism, liability and privacy. 

Lower Pond West Trail

Length: 250m 
Amenities (2B, 1 TS)

Description:
Bordering the western side of the West Credit River Lower Pond the multi-use 
trail meanders along the riverfront with open views across the river. Ideally, this 
trail should be part of a complete south shore route around the Lower Pond, with 
a connection to the Lower Pond East Trail (#28).

Challenges / Considerations:
Negotiations with private property owners (less apparent) will be required to 
secure this section of trail. Typical concerns for interface with a residential 
property includes security, vandalism, liability and privacy. Riverside clean up 
should be investigated to promote a positive river walk experience.

30
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3.1.3
Hillsburgh Segment Descriptions

Hillsburgh Mill Pond 

Length: 550m 
Amenities (1 WB, 3 B, 1 IK, 3 IP, 4 TS) 

Description:
Looking to take advantage of the appealing and diverse wetland environment, this 
multi-use segment, diverging from the Elora-Cataract Trail that includes a well-
marked information kiosk, provides both pedestrians and cyclists a diverse and 
engaging experience. While travelling 550m along a constructed boardwalk (as per 
CVC policy for development on wetland zones), users have the opportunity learn 
about the ecological value of the space through interpretive panels or simply enjoy 
the scenery and appropriate vantage points while sitting along well-placed benches. 

Challenges / Considerations: 
Special considerations and consultation with CVC need to be taken to acknowledge 

areas, and cost of construction. The exact location of this trail is subject to future 
conditions of the pond in respect to the impending restoration of the Station Street 
bridge and dam. Should the dam be removed, the location of the boardwalk will 

Negotiations with private landowners may be required along the length of the trail 
as well as where the proposed boardwalk trail merges with George St. 

George St.

Length: 360m
Amenities (BL, 1 TS) 

Description:
The Hillsburgh Mill Pond boardwalk merges with George Street creating a 360m 
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98 Town of Erin

shared roadway maximizing an important multi-use connection between the 
natural pond environment and Hillsburgh’s downtown core. 

Challenges / Considerations: 
Appropriate shared roadway markings are required given lack of sidewalk 
infrastructure.

George St. Loop

Length: 165m
Amenities (BL, 2 TS)

Description:
The 165m George St. Loop serves as a continuation of the shared roadway 

Bullrush Lookout. 

Challenges / Considerations: 
A necessary link between the boardwalk and downtown, this stretch of trail will 

radii associated with the proximity to Foodland’s service area. The general lack 
of aesthetic appeal along this service corridor is the main challenge for promoting 

Community Improvement Plans. 

Bullrush Lookout

Length: 65m
Amenities (1 WB, 2 B, 1 BR, 2 IP, 1 TS) 

Description:
This 65m limestone screening multi-use path, accented with benches, bike racks, 
information panels and waste bins, acts as a secondary staging area for the 
Riverwalk Trail in Hillsburgh. It allows users to enjoy the wetland from a distance 
prior to continuing along the proposed boardwalk.
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Legend:
WB – Waste Bin 
B –  Bench 
BR – Bike Rack 
IK – Information Kiosk 
IP – Interpretive Panel 
TS – Trail Sign 
BL – Bike Lane Markup
PF – Privacy Fencing
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Challenges / Considerations:
Drainage issues in this area contribute to a less desirable experience and requires 
amendment for this section of the trail to be successful. Coordination with future 
plans for the building will help to secure this area as a positive and welcome rest 
stop on the north side of the pond. 

Bullrush Lookout

Length: 121m 
Amenities (2 B, 2 IP) 

Description:
Extending into the wetland from the limestone pathway is a 121 meter boardwalk 
creating a wetland trail weaving through a highly naturalized and ecologically 
sensitive area. This boardwalk, complete with benches and interpretive panels 
enables users to immerse themselves in the landscape and gain a unique vantage 
point looking across the Mill Pond towards the new County library site.

Challenges / Considerations:
Consultation with the CVC will be required in this wetland zone. 

Trafalgar Rd. 

Length: 440m 
Amenities (BL, 2 TS)

Description:
Merging with Trafalgar Road, the Erin Rotary Riverwalk Trail extends 440m 
along and in close proximity to storefronts allowing users to take advantage of 
local businesses along this shared roadway. 

Challenges / Considerations: 

of the trail direction.  Integration with future streetscape plans will support trail 

Se
gm

en
t #

5 
- S

KA
 D

em
on

st
ra

tio
n 

20
16

5

4b



100 Town of Erin

Upper Station St.

Length: 195m
Amenities (BL, 2 TS)

Description:
The trail turns and continues down Station Street as it makes its way back 
around Hillsburgh Mill Pond. This 195m section, passes by Hillsburgh Community 

St. Dam, acts as a shared roadway for a variety of user groups, and is also a much 
needed improvement for safe pedestrian access to the new Library. 

Challenges / Considerations: 
A new sidewalk will be required to connect the Town of Hillsburgh residents with 
the new Library. Plans should incorporate directional and trail marker signage. 
The road will also serve as a primary bicycle route and will require basic bike lane 
markings.

Northside Pond

Length: 430m 
Amenities (2B, 2TS)

Description:
The northside pond section, consisting of both limestone trail and boardwalk, 
offers an alternative route around the pond, without direct access to the downtown 
core. Broad views of the pond environment are predominant here, with mostly 
unobstructed views to the opposite side of the pond. 

Challenges / Considerations: 
With limited available land for trail development, and the close proximity to private 
residential land, this section has some key challenges. The exact location of 
this trail is subject to future conditions of the pond in respect to the impending 
restoration of the Station Street bridge and dam. Should the dam be removed, the 

pond size, and altered wetland conditions. Given the visually open, conditions 
between the pond and the private land, negotiations with the landowners will be 
key to the success of this section of trail if it is to remain on the top of the bank. 
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Station St. Bridge 

Length: 100m 
Amenities (BL, 2 IP, 1 TS)

Description:
The proposed trail segment along Station Street Bridge provides a key vantage 
point for initial  views across Mill Pond. For those visitors with limited time or 
mobility, a quick stop on the bridge will ensure that they will experience the best 
features of Mill Pond without having to continue around the whole trail.  Future 
plans to accommodate trail users might include a wider sidewalk space for groups, 
interpretive panels to engage users on the ecological and cultural  value of the 

associated markings should also be considered along the bridge and tie in with 
bike markings on Station Street. 

Challenges / Considerations:

dam outline various development possibilities for consideration, each offering 
various levels of environmental impact. The various options for the bridge and 
dam may have different repercussions for the trail’s routing along the ponds edge 
that should be revisited at that time.  Coordinated efforts should be made during 

interpretation could be incorporated on the current bridge and re-used in the future. 

Library Lookout 

Length: 360m 
Amenities (3 B, 1 BR 2 IP, 2TS)

Description:
This segment of the trail provides users with a 360m limestone screening path 

racks and interpretive panels has the opportunity to take advantage of 
adjacent library grounds before connecting back with the Elora-Cataract Trail. 

Challenges / Considerations: 
Discussion and proper collaboration with Wellington County will be required to 
make this segment possible, but it presents itself as potentially valuable component 
of the Erin Rotary Riverwalk Trail.  

Lower Station St.

Length: 275m 
Amenities (BL, 2 TS)

Description:
As an alternative to the pond side Library Lookout, users also have the option 
to continue 275m along the shared roadway on the lower part of Station Street 
before merging at an additional junction with the Elora-Cataract Trail. 

Challenges / Considerations: 

along this alternative route. 

8

9

10



3.2
Recommended Circuits

The following section  presents a 
recommended trail circuit based on the 
prior components that have made up this 
feasibility study. The characteristics of 
each circuit, including length and number 
of segments, is described in detail.
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3.2.1
Stanley Park Circuit

2.5 kms; 10 segments; 1 dam and 1 bridge

General:
With meandering lanes, cottages and natural ponds, the experience 

history; a remnant of Erin as a summer destination for visitors from 
Toronto, Guelph and Fergus; 
The riverside trail in this loop would make use of existing roads, lanes, 
walking dirt paths, and/or sidewalks and would be suitable for walkers, 
hikers and cyclists;
This section would be especially important as the main off road 
connection to the existing Elora Cataract Trail; 
Partnership with Killam Properties, current owner of Stanley Park, 
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3.2.2
West Credit River Circuit

1.5 kms; 8 segments; 1 dam/ bridge combination, and 1 bridge

General:
A complete riverside experience with a heightened connection to nature;
Provides a continuous multi-use loop around the river;
Natural extension of the Downtown Loop;

North Side:
Main challenges for a continuous loop include partnership with the 
Agricultural Society, and private multi-unit residences (Shamrock Court 
and Centre Street Court Apartments) for riverside access;
Alternative by-pass to follow Centre Street, to Main Street, to Church 
Boulevard;
Opportunity for a secondary staging area at the base of Centre Street.

South Side: 
Similar riverside character as north side;

site, and other private lands adjacent to the river;
Review proposed trail alignment with CVC to locate best ‘low impact’ option 
re. adjacent wetlands;
To ensure complete success of the Credit River Loop, accommodation for 
the trail (in terms of pavement markings, trail width) should be integrated 
with future renovation plans for Dundas Street Bridge, and Churchill Street 
Dam.
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3.2.3
Downtown Erin Circuit 

1.6 kms; 12 segments; 2 dam/bridge combinations

General:
This circuit offers a bit of everything – the Historical Downtown environment 
and the romantic riverwalk all in a short, quick loop;
Good for shorter, quick visits, or for people with limited mobility;
Links with Historical Walking Trail, the Water Tower Trail etc.;
Opportunity for cultural, natural and environmental interpretation;
Suitable as a multi-use trail with an emphasis on the pedestrian;
Riverside maintenance/clean up will be required to promote choice views 
of the Credit River (from vantage points and lookouts);
Good ‘triangulation’ – important to safe and secure environments.

North Side: 
This part of the Downtown loop emphasizes the Urban experience;
The trail makes use of the Town’s existing sidewalks and roads;
Builds on the initial efforts of the Rotary service group at Riverside Park;
Promotes a positive experience through quick, direct connections to the 
West Credit River via choice vantage points and lookouts;
Integrate the Riverwalk Trail Head (parking, washrooms, information kiosk 
and maps, bicycle racks, benches, etc) with the Town’s plans to highlight 
the downtown parking lot and possible pedestrian crosswalk across Main 
Street;

Secondary challenges include public access to riverfront in segments 23 
and 24. 

South Side
This part of the Downtown Loop emphasizes more of a ‘nature’ experience;
Access on the south side is required to maintain a preferred continuous 
walking experience;
Challenges include a) riverside access along segments 28 and 30 (preferred 
for adjacency to river and trail experience); alternative is section 29, with 
similar challenges, for less gain; and b) views towards the ‘back of building’ 
spaces of the downtown requiring addressing re. appearance – possible 
CIP initiative. 
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3.2.4
Hillsburgh Mill Pond Circuit

3.4 kms; 10 segments; 1 dam/bridge combination;
General:

Offers both natural (pond side) and urban (sidewalk) trail routes;
Connects the Elora-Cataract Trail with downtown;
This loop takes advantage of existing roads and sidewalks, while maximizing 
the user’s ability to experience the area’s natural features along a new 
wetland boardwalk trail.

West side: 
A meandering boardwalk in a wetland area aims to immerse users amidst 

The trail connects with an existing road before meeting a staging area with 
a boardwalk allowing unique views from the north side of the pond;
An optional boardwalk extension between pond and residential properties 
would complete the pond side experience;
Challenges include: a) addressing grade changes where the boardwalk 

c) attaining appropriate permits for development; d) residential uses being 
casually extended onto County owned lands bordering the Mill Pond;

North Side: 
This part of the Hillsburgh Mill Pond circuit provides users with a more 
urban approach to the downtown core, with an optional pond side trail;
Also originating from an access point along the Elora-Cataract Trail the 
western portion of this circuit makes use of existing roads (Station St.) to 
eventually connect with Trafalgar Road;
The alignment of this trail requires passage over the Station Street Dam 
which is currently a topic of discussion in terms of reconstruction. With 
proper design and accommodation, this may provide an opportunity for a 
unique staging area full of interpretive value;
The optional north shore boardwalk trail completes the pond side experience;
Challenges: a) addressing existing (or lack of) infrastructure along 
Station Street; b) Uncertainty surrounding Station Street reconstruction 
which includes potential dam removal or reconstruction, and subsequent 

alignment opportunities. 
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4.0
Making the Case



4.1
Understanding What is Needed

The Erin Rotary Riverwalk Feasibility 

watercourses in the Erin and Hillsburgh 

annual report prepared by appropriate 
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4.1.1
Why Should the Town Make the Investment?

4.1.2
What is the Investment?

4.1.2.1 Capital



Town of Erin

reasons:

4.1.2.2 Operations
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depending on whether the trail is in a road boulevard or in a linear greenway or park 

4.1.3
Where Will the Money Come From?

support.
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This section discusses what is needed in 

4.2
Trail Need Management



Town of Erin

3.2
Trail Management

4.2.1
Protecting Interests: Understanding Insurance, Liability, and Risk 
Management
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4.2.2
Trail Maintenance is Necessary

and

expectations.



4.3
Suggesting Priorities & Phasing
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4.3.1
Trail Facilities



4.4
Getting Beyond Feasibility: 
How to Implement a Trails Program

the public.



ska4.4.1
A Trails Advisory Committee

4.4.2
Who Does What?

4.4.3
Beyond Feasibility: A Next-Steps Process
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This review should:

in the Feasibility Study.
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the network should be updated and an alternative route should be proposed.
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4.4.4
Being a Good Neighbour

address concerns.

4.4.5
Finding Land for Trails

that are not currently in public ownership. The Town should review these potential 
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4.4.6
Public Outreach and Trail Promotion

4.4.7
Marketing Trails and Trail Mapping in Erin
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4.4.8
People who make it work: Trail Ambassadors
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4.4.9
Sharing the Wealth, Celebrating Successes



4.5
Recommendations
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4.5.1
Management Recommendations

1.



ska4.5.2
Implementation and Funding Recommendations

4.

should increase connectivity along the river and to other networks 

5.

7.

8.

10.

11. 



Town of Erin

4.5.3
Messaging Recommendations

14.

15.
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